
1

The Link Magazine                  October 2021 
Minister: Revd Tanya Short   Editor: Stan Pearson 
Tel: 0113 266 6791    Tel: 0113 2736463 
tanya.short65@gmail.com   sbpearson@gmail.com 
Web Links: Lidge& Park:  h>ps://lpmc.uk        
Shadwell: h"ps://lpmc.uk/Shadwell/index.php 

MINISTER’S LETTER 

Dear friends, 

It’s the time of pumpkins and candles, tricks or treats…yes, it’s 
halloween at the end of October. For some, it’s a time of delighted 
squeals and fun, while for others it’s a somewhat intimidating time 
when there is the fear of things being thrown or broken. Some 
Christians look upon it with deep suspicion, while others think it’s a 
bit of harmless fun. Few people will regard this as having anything 
to do with a religious festival, though.  

The name ‘halloween’ is, of course, derived from ‘All Hallows 
Evening’. That is, the evening before All Hallows Day, which is 
November 1st. This day is now better known as ‘All Saints Day’. 
The more Catholic denominations traditionally looked upon this as 
a celebration of those who have attained beatification in heaven, 
whilst the next day (’All Souls’) was an opportunity to pray for the 
faithful dead who have yet to be fully purified, so who have not yet 
reached heaven. 

 Methodist teaching is that the term ‘saints’ applies to all believers, 
so the celebration is of the church universal - both in time and 
space: the church throughout the ages, and the church spread 
across the world today. Some Methodist Churches hold Memorial 
Services at this time, when those who have died in the previous 
year are remembered, ours is on Saturday 30th October at 2.30pm. 

The idea of being part of the one church throughout all time and in 
all places is important. As Methodist people, we are united with our 
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sisters and brothers through the Connexion of the British 
Methodist Church, and as members of the World Methodist 
Council. There are a quarter of a million Methodists in the UK 
today, making us a significant though not huge church. But we are 
part of world Methodism which boasts around 75 million members.  
One of the ways in which we demonstrate that we are part of a 
wider church is through the use of our Prayer Handbook, where 
every day we remember different countries in the world and 
different districts in the UK. It helps save us from being too insular, 
and thinking only of ourselves and our own community. As we 
celebrate all the saints of earth and heaven, take time to find out 
the stories of other people in other places. After all, we pray, ‘Your 
kingdom come on earth’, not just in Leeds!  

Blessings and peace  

Tanya 

Hope – 
‘Your heart’s deepest longings.’ 

An 8-week Bible Study on Zoom 
Friday mornings 10-11am 

ConBnues October 1st, 8th, 22nd, 29th 
Sometimes hope becomes so real that it’s almost tangible. We 

experience God’s presence with us and praise easily flows from 
our lips. At other times, especially when tragedy or hardship hits, 

we wonder whether our hope will fail, leaving us exposed, 
vulnerable and overwhelmed. 

We will explore together both sides of hope, confronting doubts 
and fears and reminding us of the great joy that awaits us in 

Jesus. 

Please Contact Rev Tanya if you are interested. 
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WORSHIP IN OCTOBER 

Lidgett Park (also on zoom): 

  3 Oct  10.30  Mr Ted Britton 

  18.30 Circuit Service Chapel Allerton + YouTube 

10 Oct  10.30  Revd Tanya Short  Harvest Festival 

17 Oct  10.30  Prof Peter Howdle   

24 Oct  10.30  Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion 

30 Oct  14.30 Revd Tanya Short  Memorial Service 

31 Oct  10.30 Revd Phil Chilvers   

  18.00 St Andrews Church  Ecumenical Service 

 Shadwell: 

  3 Oct  9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Harvest Festival 

  18.30 Circuit Service Chapel Allerton + YouTube 

10 Oct  9.30 Mr Paul Spencer 

  15.00 Revd Tanya Short  Memorial Service  

17 Oct  9.30 Mr Steve Jones 

24 Oct  9.30 Mr Ted Britton   

31 Oct  9.30 Revd Tanya Short  Holy Communion

All are welcome to our memorial service, whether you have lost 
someone recently or in the past. It will be a time to remember and 
thank God for them. If you would like a name to be said aloud 
inform Tanya, Val or Karen, though they can be added on the day 
as well.  As names are spoken you  are invited, if you wish, to light 
a candle for them, or someone will light a candle for you. There will 
also be time to light a candle and remember in the silence.. 
Rev Tanya & the pastoral team. 
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A SERVICE OF  
THANKSGIVING AND MEMORIAL 

SATURDAY 30th OCTOBER 2.30PM 

AT LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH 

ALL ARE WELCOME 

‘A time of remembering’ 

followed by refreshments. 
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HARVEST GIFTS 
  
If you would like to make a gift for Harvest this year, we will again just 
be collecting money to be shared equally between Food Bank and 
Meeting Point.  Please can you either:  
1. Collect an envelope labelled ‘Harvest Gift’ from church, put your 
gift inside and place it in the collection plate in church.   
2. Write a cheque and send directly to Alan Wittrick indicating that it 
is a Harvest Gift.  Please make all cheques payable to ‘Lidgett Park 
Methodist Church’.   
3. Make a direct transfer to the church account (details from Alan 
Wittrick), again identifying it as a Harvest Gift

Lord make my heart a place where angels sing! 
For surely thoughts low-breathed by thee 

Are angels sliding on a noiseless wing; 

And where a home they see. 

Swept clean, and garnished with adoring joy, 

They enter in and dwell, 

And teach that heart to swell 

With heavenly melody, their own untried employ. 

John Keble 1792-1866. 

Live while you live, the Epicure would say 

And seize the pleasures of the present day. 

Live while you live, the sacred preacher cries, 

And give to God each moment as it flies. 

Lord in my view, let both united be, 

I live in pleasure if I live to thee. 

Philip Doddridge 1702-51 
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Join Shadwell & Lidgett Park Methodist Churches for 
their ‘October half-term online Messy Church’.

You’re invited to join us for 
crafts, songs and stories, 

friends & fun
For children aged 4- 11 years 

old
(younger siblings are 

welcome!)
Thursday 28th October at 4.00pm

            Join us for some fun!    
To register and book places, receive your craft pack and 

zoom code contact: 

Rev Tanya Short: email -  tanya.short65@gmail.com or 
telephone 0113 266 6791 by Friday 15th October at the latest! 

Messy Church is a family event so please bring an adult 
with you to our online messy church!

mailto:tanya.short65@gmail.com
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PRAYER FOR CHANGE 

This prayer also appears in the magazines of our sister churches, 
St Andrew’s and St Edmund’s 

We are commanded to love God and love our neighbour 
And loving our neighbour means loving our planet. 
So, take the first step : pray, talk to others about the issues, and 
ask your church to consider divesting. 
  
From Sheila Pengelly, a local Methodist preacher 
From GREEN CHRISTIAN  Issue 92 Autumn 2021 

JOHN WESLEY'S RULE FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING 

Do all the good you can 
By all the means you can 
In all the ways you can 

In all the places you can 
At all the times you can 

To all the people you can 

SIMON AND JUDE, APOSTLES 

There are two red-letter days this month in the Common Worship 
calendar: Luke on 18 October (about whom I’ve written before), 
and Simon and Jude on 28 Oct. All three are apostles, which is 
why their commemorations are marked as principal feasts. But in 
fact we know very little about Simon and Jude from the gospels 
and, although there are some legends associated with them, this is 
sparse compared with some other apostolic saints. As a result, 
they don’t figure prominently in Christian art either. It’s odd that one 
feels the need to begin by making clear who they are not. Simon is 
not Simon Peter; and Jude is not Judas Iscariot. The gospels are 
careful about this too.  

In the lists of apostles in Matthew 10, Mark 3, and Luke 6, the two 
Simons are distinguished by the name of Peter being attached to 
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the first, and the second being identified as Simon the Zealot. In 
Luke this identifying term is ζηλωτης (zelotes) from the Greek 
ζηλος (zelos), meaning ‘hotness’, the corresponding verb meaning 
‘to seethe’, or ‘to boil’. This is also the way this Simon is identified  
in the list of apostles in Acts 1 — unsurprisingly, given that Acts and 
Luke are considered to have the same author.  In Matthew and 
Mark, on the other hand, the identifying term is (in transliteration) 
kananaoios or kananites, depending on the manuscript. This was 
misinterpreted early on (including by Jerome, no less!) as indicating 
that Simon was from the town of Cana, or from the region of 
Canaan. This is what we have in the King James Bible: Simon the 
Canaanite. But kananaoios or kananites is actually an attempt to 
record in Greek the Hebrew word for ‘zealous’, qanai when written 
in our alphabet. So modern English bibles take account of this and 
distinguish Simon as ‘zealot’ in all three synoptic gospels and in 
Acts; they are all saying the same thing about him, but using 
different words, one pure Greek and the other representing 
Hebrew. ‘Zealots’ was a name given to a Jewish party of revolt 
against the Romans round about 70 AD, but this is unlikely to be 
relevant for Simon the Apostle. For him ‘zealot’ is probably a 
personal description, ‘the zealous’, perhaps originally in keeping the 
Law of Moses, and then in following Christ. 

Jude is even more elusive. In the list of apostles in Luke 6 he is 
referred to as ‘Judas of James’, most naturally taken to mean — 
and usually translated as — son of James, though we don’t know 
who that James was. In John 14 he is ‘Judas, not Iscariot’, which 
points to why we generally modify his name from Judas to Jude: it 
makes the distinction clearer. But the lists of apostles in Matthew 
and Mark don’t include a Jude/Judas in addition to Judas Iscariot. 
Instead, they include a Thaddeus or Lebbaeus (depending on the 
manuscript). The general supposition is that this is an alternative 
name for Jude. In some church traditions Thaddeus is the name 
standardly used, as we see from dedications and shrines, neatly 
eliminating any risk of confusion. 

Beyond this there is not much that can be said, except that there is 
no firm evidence for Jude being the author of the Epistle bearing his 
name. According to legend Simon and Jude were martyred together 
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in the town we know as Beirut (then in the Roman province of 
Syria), and so that is why we commemorate them on the same 
day. 

Joyce Hill 

TODDLERS AT LIDGETT - Thursday mornings 10.00-11.30am 
term time only. 

We are planning to open the Toddler group with Covid restrictions 
on Thursday 7th October 2021 from 10.00-11.30am.  The group is 
run on a rota basis by a group of volunteers from Lidgett Park.  We 
are looking for people to prepare and serve drinks and biscuits to 
the group.  This need not necessarily mean mixing with the 
children and careers.  In addition it will be helpful to welcome 
volunteers to join our team welcoming, chatting and interacting 
with the babies and toddlers.  If you feel that you could help in any 
way, every few weeks for a couple of hours, then please contact  

Jan Sanders. 

SATURDAY COFFEE MORNINGS  

Following on from the successful Coffee Mornings in August and 
September, these will continue on the following dates, gradually 
working back to the first Saturday in each month: October 9th, 
November 6th, December 4th from 10.00am till 11.45am.  We hope 
to re-introduce other stalls but will continue with the new layout, 
ensuring a safe space for all.  We may also be offering add-ons, 
for example for the Harvest weekend in October, details of which 
will be publicised well in advance. (See the section of Project 
News for more details Ed). Thank you for your support of the 
Coffee Mornings, which add a welcome amount to Project funds. 

Sue Wittrick 
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TEA COSY+ MEMORY CAFE IS OPEN AGAIN!  

We are pleased to announce the Tea 

Cosy+ Memory Cafe is open again for 

those living with dementia.  

Instead of Wednesdays, the Tea Cosy+ will 

be held on the first Thursday of every 

month between 11.00 - 1.30 at The 

Highwood Building, Brackenwood Drive, off Lidgett Lane. 

With Covid rules restricting singing we will offer reminiscences, 

group conversation, a music quiz and support for carers. 

A light lunch will be provided including homemade sandwiches and 

cakes. £2.50 per person. 

 We look forward to welcoming guests back.  

Covid government guidelines will be adhered to.  

Enquiries: Susie 0113 266 6476 

LIDGETT PARK LADIES' GROUP 
 
This is a reminder that we have started our Meetings again.   These 
won't be in the same format as before as no Speakers will be 
booked.   In place of the evening Meetings, the Committee have 
decided to hold a series of Coffee Mornings mid-monthly until 
Christmas and see how comfortable you all are to attend those. The 
dates are all Friday mornings. Our next meeting is on15th Oct. 
Thereafter 19th Nov., and 17th Dec. commencing at 10.30am - 
12.00pm, the venue being the Community Hall. There won't be a 
membership fee, just a plate for donations to cover the cost of tea/
coffee and biscuits. 
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We are presuming that Covid precautions will still be in place, so 
please wear a mask/follow distancing guidelines and sanitise your 
hands on entry.  You will be required to 'sign in' as usual. Tables 
and chairs will have been disinfected. 
 
Please come along and join us, we would all appreciate a ‘catch-
up'. Looking forward to seeing you there. 

Your Committee 

BOOK REVIEW 
March: A Love Story in Time of War by Geraldine Brooks 

In the June issue of the Link Barbara Belsham wrote a review of 
the novel Year of Wonders by Geraldine Brooks set in the Village 
of Eyam in 1666 during the Great Plague. I went on to read the 
book and enjoyed it and then read the above, set in the time of the 
American Civil War. The recent events in Afghanistan reminded me 
of some of the themes of the book. It is a story of high ideals, 
disillusionment, miscommunication and misunderstanding and a 
realisation that good and bad are not limited to one side in any 
war. 

Brooks draws inspiration for the creation of March on Louisa May 
Alcott’s novel, Little Women. Mr March of that novel was in turn 
inspired by Alcott’s father, Bronson. March in Brook’s novel is a 
self-made man, an evangelical preacher, committed abolitionist 

SIMPLY STITCHING 

The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 13th October from 
1.30 to 3.30 pm in the Gledhow Room. Please note the change of 
time. 
We look forward to seeing you. 

Audrey Gabbitas 
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and vegetarian. He meets and marries Marmee (Margaret Marie 
Day), a fiery and outspoken woman and also a committed 
abolitionist. He loses his fortune in supporting John Brown (a radical 
abolitionist captured and executed at Harper’s Ferry for inciting 
slaves to rebel) and then enlists as an army chaplain with the Union 
Army, leaving behind his wife and 4 daughters in diminished 
circumstances. 

He is unprepared for the great cruelties he will bear witness to. His 
moral certainties are called into question by the atrocities of war, 
and he struggles to stay true to his principals while responding to 
the demands of the fighting. In his letters home he withholds the 
truth of his situation to protect his family from the horrors he is 
experiencing. 

Towards the end of the novel, we have an insight into the thoughts 
and feelings of Mrs March as she rescues her ill and broken 
husband from the military hospital. “I am not alone in this. I only let 
him do to me what men have ever done to women: march off to 
empty glory and hollow acclaim and leave us behind to pick up the 
pieces. The broken cities, the burned barns, the innocent injured 
beasts, the ruined bodies of the boys we bore and the men we lay 
with.” The beloved Marmee, who was the inspiration behind his 
commitment, has an unsuspected view about it and a regret that 
she failed to do more to reign in his impulses. It reminds us that 
even the most committed and loving of people can fail to really 
understand the wishes and concerns of each other. March’s 
ambition and evangelical zeal blinded him to the needs and 
concerns of his wife and daughters. 

The same it seems is true of all wars from the nationalism that 
heralded the outbreak of the First World War throughout all the 
subsequent conflicts, large and small. The initial aims and 
objectives, however well-meaning, become mired in the chaos and 
compromises of the ensuing conflict with its suffering and broken 
lives. 

Stan Pearson 
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IRENE FLORENCE MANOHITHARAJAH 15.08.1932-18.08.2021 

Irene was born in Negombo, Sri 
Lanka. She was brought in a 
Methodist family and worked at the 
YWCA in Colombo when she was 
18. She married Mano in 1958. 
The family moved to the UK in 
1967 and eventually settled in 
Leeds in 1971. Irene was a 
committed Christian and visiting 
Lidgett Park was her number one 
priority. She and sons, David and 
John, were very much part of the 
church community in the 70s. She 
has been part of the congregation 
ever since. We fondly recall when 

she organised a Sri Lankan themed evening at church to share 
her cultural heritage with her church family. Tragically she lost her 
beloved son David to a brain aneurysm in 2014.  Mano and Irene 
moved back to Sri Lanka in 2020 just before the pandemic hit. 

Irene was a true evangelist, and many will recall how she tried her 
best to make everyone read the daily devotional the Word for 
Today. Her last project was to translate a small booklet called Try 
Praying from a small Christian charity called Hope Together which 
encouraged non-Christians to try praying.  https://
www.trypraying.org/ She arranged for the booklet to be translated 
into Singhalese and Tamil which are the two major languages in 
Sri Lanka. She wanted them to be distributed to people in prison. 
Although the translation was completed, the pandemic delayed 
the printing of the leaflet. Her last wish was that her family ensure 
the project was completed.  

She leaves behind her beloved Mano and children John, Christine 
and 6 grandchildren. 

Christine Rajah 

https://www.trypraying.org/
https://www.trypraying.org/
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PROJECT NEWS. OCTOBER 2021 

We have all been delighted with the success of Coffee Morning 
number two, held on September 11th.  As previously, the coffee was 
served in a different room to the cake stall and we were pleased to 
see Heather and Ruth selling Traidcraft cards again – also in a 
different room. Caring for Life free-range large eggs have also 
made a welcome return! Next month, we are also hoping that Andy 
and Jill will be back on the bookstall, probably in the foyer.  

Next month’s date is October 9th which is the Saturday before the 
Harvest Festival so we wanted to celebrate that in some way. As 
yet, we are not cooking large meals so have decided to extend the 
time of the Coffee Morning by an hour and from 11.30 onwards 
offer a Ploughman’s Lunch followed by home-made apple pie and 
cream. We ask for a minimum donation of £7 for this and booking in 
advance is essential! Details of how to book will already have been 
in the weekly notices but if you have missed that, please see the 
note at the end of this article. 

From November, the Coffee mornings will return to their former time 
slot of the first Saturday of the month. We are hoping to link the 
November one to Bonfire Night in some way and the December 
one will, of course, be focussing on Christmas. 

We are hoping that December 21st will herald the return of our 
traditional Christmas concert with the YEP Brass and the Wendell 
Singers. Hopefully, Covid restrictions will have eased even more, a 
winter surge in infections will not have occurred and we can all be 
together again, enjoying what we took so much for granted in the 
past! 

The Project Group continue to meet and develop ideas and would 
welcome any suggestions from others.  

As always, many thanks for your continuing support and we look 
forward to seeing you on October 9th. 

Margaret Farrar On behalf of the Project Group. 
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TO BOOK A PLOUGHMAN’S LUNCH ON OCTOBER 9TH, 
PLEASE EITHER EMAIL MARGARET FARRAR AT 
margaretf1@live.co.uk; PHONE: 0113 2931867; TEXT OR RING 
MOBILE NUMBER: 07806 882987.  THE LAST DATE FOR 
BOOKING IS TUESDAY OCTOBER 5TH . THANK YOU. 

WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD? 

This, of course, is something that is on everyone’s mind in relation 
to Covid 19, the economy, the environment, the international terror 
threat, how Brexit will play out and so forth. And to that we add our 
individual problems and anxieties. 

I have been reading Paul’s letter to Romans in my daily Bible 
reading and if you read it (I have been using the Good News Bible) 
with a change in just two words then it provides us with a powerful 
message in our present circumstances. When we say we believe in 
someone we don’t usually mean that we believe that they exist but 
that we trust them. So, the first thing is to substitute ‘trust in’ for 
‘believe in’ when the letter talks about believing in God. Secondly, 
the letter talks about us being saved through our faith in Jesus 
Christ, but the original Greek can also mean the faithfulness of 
Jesus Christ. Christ is one who was committed to our human 
condition and showed this in his life and teaching even though in so 
doing he was sealing his fate on the cross.  

So, the letter is telling us that God in his dealings with us is one 
who is trustworthy and faithful. That whatever the future may hold 
the flourishing and good of humankind is his priority. That is 
something we can hold on to in the coming weeks, months and 
years. 

Stan Pearson 

O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good, 
for his steadfast love endures forever. 
Psalm 107:1

mailto:margaretf1@live.co.uk
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A HISTORY OF LIDGETT PARK METHODIST CHURCH 

The history was written by Leslie Bradshaw, who was a member of 
Lidgett Park Methodist Church from 1939 to 1965 when he moved to 
Edinburgh, and it appeared in the Jubilee Brochure in 1976. 
Subsequently Leslie’s article was printed in the Link in 3 parts, Part 
1 in September 2008, Part 2 in October 2008 and part 3 in April 
2009. Since then the history has been reproduced in various forms 
and places written by various people. Leslie’s son, David, has sent 
me copies of the three parts written by his father and I reproduce 
these below as a continuous piece. David, was a member at Lidgett 
Park from 1939 to 2001 and his wife, Geraldine, from 1958 to 2001. 
Ed. 

A History of Lidgett Park Methodist Church:  by Leslie 
Bradshaw. 

Prior to 1871 what is now Roundhay Park was privately owned and 
was a country house and estate. Old Park Road was then Park 
Road and was the main drive to the Mansion. Leeds Corporation 
bought the estate when it was put up for auction in 1871 and then 
sold off those parts of the land that it did not require for park 
purposes. Following this, houses were built on Old Park Road and 
the Park end of the Street Lane area. Gledhow was a village 
surrounded by open countryside. 

The land on which the church now stands was part of Lidgett Lane 
Farm and when the farm was sold by auction in 1887, eighty-nine 
acres were sold for £6,700. Later, in 1901, about thirteen acres of 
this, which had been bought by Mr Austen and which had changed 
in name from Lidgett Park Farm to Lidgett Park, was sold for £7,858 
for building purposes. New roads were laid out including North Park 
Avenue, Lidgett Park Road, Lidgett Place and other neighbouring 
roads. 

The nearest Wesleyan Methodist Church, known as the Ladywood 
Church, was at Oakwood and the scheme for building our church 
originated from the members of that church, some of whom lived in 
Gledhow and wished to have a church nearer to their own homes. 
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In 1902 two thirds of an acre of Lidgett Park was bought by the 
trustees for the Gledhow Wesleyan Church on the corner of North 
Park Avenue and Lidgett Place for £550. Building permission was 
given for a hall, vestry, school rooms and toilets on 11th September 
1903. The collection at the opening service on Friday 20th January 
1905 was more than £150 – but the following Sunday collection was 
just 9s 7d (47p). 

The original building is now used as the Community Hall. The stage 
was not in the original building, and it comprised merely the church 
hall itself, a minister’s vestry and a choir vestry. The pulpit was 
moveable so that it could be taken away from the hall when it was 
being used for other church purposes. 

The building was soon found to be not large enough to cater for all 
the activities required, especially bearing in mind that the district 
was growing and houses were gradually being built in the new roads 
around the church. In about 1910 a scheme was brought forward for 
the building of a larger church, and further land was bought upon 
which the new church would stand. It was many years before this 
could be achieved because of the First World War. 

After the First World War the first meeting of a building committee 
was held on 26th September 1918 in the vestry, and it was hoped to 
build a new church for about £7,500 seating 450 people. The 
members had efforts to raise money for the day when they would be 
able to start building and the foundation stone laying ceremony for 
the church as we know it today was held on 6th December 1924, 
when a stone was laid by the deputy Lord Mayor of Leeds. Other 
stones were laid by members of the church. These stones were set 
into the columns at the front entrance. The original architects were 
Baines and Son of Bradford, who were abandoned in favour of 
Brocklehurst & Co. The builders were J.W. Wright who used 
Guiseley stone with Westmoreland slate roofing. The cost of the 
new church was eventually £12,825. 

The opening festival was on Saturday 29th May 1926 when, 
following an address by the Rev R. Gibson Lawn, the trustees led a 
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procession from the old building to the new. After singing by the 
children and congregation, the church was opened by Sir William 
Middlebrook. The service of dedication was conducted by the 
President of the Conference, the Rev J.H. Ritson. Other well-
known names who took part were the Rev Luke Wiseman, The 
Rev J.W. Lightly (Chairman of the District), the Rev Samuel 
Chadwick, the Rev J. Hornabrook of Manchester, the Rev G.H. 
McNeil of Wesley Chapel, London, and the Rev Henry Brett of 
Handsworth College. 

This was followed by tea in St. Edmund’s Parish Hall and an organ 
recital by John Groves. The preacher at the Sunday Service the 
following day was Rev F. Luke Wiseman. 

The suggested layout of the present church as planned in 1925 
shows a small building next to the main entrance which was to 
have been a church parlour holding sixty to eighty people. During 
building there was not sufficient money to go round and the parlour 
was left out, but the tower was built (a right Wesleyan decision!). It 
was intended that there should be a stone wall all the way round 
the front of the church but owing to costs this was never built and 
instead an oak fence was erected. 

The interior of the church is spacious with seating for about 430 
and is light, with carpeting throughout. The interior of the church is 
unusual for the period in as much as all the woodwork is natural 
polished oak which is now extremely expensive. The joiner/
furnisher was W. Thomlinson. It was a break away from the usual 
tradition of pitch pine woodwork for the interior of a Methodist 
Church. Before the war, the whole of the exterior of the church was 
floodlit at night and was quite a landmark. The old church became 
the present Community Hall which was adapted with a stage in 
1950. The church is now a grade 2 listed building. 

In 1948 stained glass windows were added as a War Memorial. In 
the same year the trustees considered it would be of considerable 
importance to the church if they could buy all the land at the back, 



19

some of which was already in use as a church tennis court, and 
they did this for the sum of £1,100. 

The original organ in the school church building was transferred to 
the main church in 1926. It was not until 1951 that the opportunity 
arose of buying a really good organ at a reasonable price. This 
came from the old Eldon Methodist Chapel, opposite the University 
in Woodhouse Lane, when it closed down. This organ was originally 
built at the turn of the century by James Jepson Binns of Bramley, 
the most distinguished of the many Yorkshire organ builders of that 
time. Other organs built by J.J. Binns locally are at St Edmund’s, 
Roundhay; St Aidan’s, Harehills; St Mark’s, Woodhouse; Wesley 
Church, Harrogate; Starbeck Methodist, Harrogate. The instrument 
was rebuilt and installed in Lidgett Park in 1952 by Fitton and Haley, 
the successor to Binns. The organ was completely refurbished in 
1993/4 at a cost of £34,620 by J. Malcolm Spink of Leeds and 
Peterborough. 

For some years after the war there was great interest in trying to 
obtain a building suitable as a Youth Hut but owing to the great 
difficulty in obtaining such a building at that time it was between 
four and five years before a suitable one was found. It came from a 
small village the other side of York and had to be dismantled, 
brought over to Lidgett Park and then re-erected. It is now, of 
course, the Scout Hut. 

On Saturday 2nd April 1960 the church opened a western extension 
consisting of a kitchen, the Gledhow Room and other rooms at the 
back, when the costs were defrayed by the Joseph Rank 
Benevolent Trustees and the General Chapel Committee and 
Woodhouse Carr Trustees. 

The Youth Hall, the coffee bar, a new foyer and the corridor and 
toilets were added in 1969/70 together with the move of the 
minister’s vestry to its present position. To round the job off a car 
park was built. 

The Community Hall has been used for other purposes at times. 
When Talbot Road School was being built in 1936 to 1938 it was let 
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to the Education Department for use as a school and from 1940 to 
1945 the army used it as a feeding centre for troops who were 
billeted in the area. After the war the Leeds Education Department 
again took it over, but so much damage was caused that it cost 
over £600 to put the premises in order again when they left in 
1950. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 
Reproduced with the permission of the BBC 

One Story from 9/11. Tim Stanley 11/09.2021 

One of the most striking images of the World Trade Center attacks 
is a photograph of firemen carrying the body of a dead priest out 
of the North Tower. This was Fr Mychal Judge, chaplain to the 
local fire department. He was the first officially recorded victim of 
9-11, victim number 0001.  

September 11th was an atrocity broadcast in real time; its 
immediacy and power never fade. How a person is supposed to 
make sense of it, I'm not sure. Some crimes are so great, they 
defy words. One could watch the horror and panic and be fearful; 
one could consider the wickedness of the criminality and despair. 
People of faith, like me, also have to confront the motivations 
behind the attacks, the uncomfortable fact that al-Qaeda acted in 
the name of its own perverse form of religion.  

But Fr Mychal was also motivated by faith. When the planes hit, 
he changed out of his Franciscan habit and went to the Towers to 
minister to the wounded and dying. This was typical of the man. A 
friend recalled that a disturbed resident once took his own family 
hostage with a gun, and Fr Mychal climbed a ladder to negotiate 
with him through an open window, suggesting they go and have a 
cup of coffee, sort the whole thing out.  

He owned almost nothing. He gave himself entirely to other 
people. He was reportedly praying to God to make the dying stop 
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when, at 9.59am, he was struck in the head by flying debris and 
killed.  

The coda to this story means a great deal to me as a Catholic. The 
firemen took time to carry his body to a church, laid him in front of 
the altar, knelt and prayed - and then ran back into the blood and 
dust.  

The terrorists killed in the name of their idea of God. Fr Mychal - the 
emergency services and anyone who tried to help - gave their lives 
for other people. This distinguishes fanaticism from a philosophy of 
love, the latter found among good people with faith, including Islam, 
and those without. Fanaticism is sterile; it destroys, not builds; it 
places pursuit of purity above the love of imperfect humanity. What 
it cannot control it kills.  

There is an earlier story that at the height of the AIDs crisis, when 
many would have nothing to do with its sufferers, Fr Mychal would 
minister to patients by washing them and kissing their foreheads. 
Love is boundless. It gives itself away till there is nothing left, but 
peace. 

Kindness. Rhidian Brook 02/09/2021 

If you went for an interview and were asked what qualities you 
needed to succeed in life, would kindness be one of them?  

A friend once took a viva at an Oxford college. At high table that 
evening, one of his examining professors praised the brilliance of 
the college’s most illustrious old boy, a portrait of whom loomed 
over the dining table. When my friend asked ‘but was he a kind 
person?’ the professor was befuddled. Kindness was not part of his 
metric for assessment. As it happened my friend didn’t pass his 
exam.  

Today, another professor, and a team of researchers at the 
University of Sussex, are taking the subject seriously. As part of 
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their study, they have created with the BBC, The Kindness Test. It 
is devised to explore people’s attitudes towards kindness. How 
much they value, practice and receive it. I took the test. I thought 
this an act of kindness in itself as it took 30 minutes, but it was 
worth it. Afterall, the study defines kindness as any behaviour 
intended to bring benefit to others.  

Part of the problem, as my friend discovered, is that kindness is 
sometimes thought of as nebulous, a bit weak and anti-
competitive. It doesn’t quite fit in with the hard-nosed world of 
getting on, where the ‘me’ is always eclipsing the ‘we’. There is 
also a prejudice that it is little more than enlightened self-interest. 
An evolutionary survival mechanism to keep the kin in kindness 
and ensure we look out for our own. For if charity starts at home, 
does it not tend to stay there?  

And yet life – especially during the pandemic - suggests 
otherwise. Acts of kindness abound. And these are just the ones 
we know and hear about. For they are often unconditional and, at 
best, hidden; and require no hashtag or signalling. They are 
sometimes done in secret, without someone’s right hand knowing 
what their left is doing. I am sure I have benefitted from a 
thousand kindnesses whose source I’ll never know.  

It’s said that is more blessed to give than receive. Research has 
shown that performing an act of kindness actually gives a 
physiological boost to the giver. Perhaps that warm glow is a 
happy side effect signalling that something more profound is going 
on. When we give or receive kindness, it is as if we are drawn into 
a better way of being. Far from being soft and extra, kindness 
connects us to something solid and essential. It’s possibly the 
invisible glue holding everything together.  

Kindness redefines our notions of kin beyond those we know or 
like - making us question, as Jesus did, who our mother or father 
or neighbour is - and to include the other, the stranger, and even 
our enemy. For in the end, we are all still Human Kind.  
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